Remember, you're not just
fertilizing your lawn

Oewr Water. Dur Falurs.
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Storm drains found in our streets and yards empty
into our lakes and rivers. So, when we fertilize our
lawn we could dlso be fertilizing our lakes and rivers.

While fertilizer is good for our lawn, it's bad for cur
water. Fertilizer in our lakes and rivers causes algae
to grow. Algae can form large blooms and
use oxygen that fish need to survive. With
1.5 million homes in Southeast Michigan, all of us
need to be aware of the cumulative affects
of our lawn care practices.

What can you do? Follow the simple tips on the
back of this card for a hedlthier lown that's

cheaper and easier fo maintain.



Fertilize sparingly and caringly

Sweep il. Fertilizer and grass clippings lefi on
sidewalks and drveways wasn into starm draina.
So, save money — ang our lakes and slreams -
by swaazing fertllizar and grass ¢lippings back
onto the lawn,

Hire smart. Select a lawn service that uses
organic fertilizers or cffers a slow-release nilrogen,
low or no phosphonis option. Redquest a soil tast
I ensure the right amourt is applied,

Don't guess, sail
test. A soil tast will il
wou what, if any, fertilizar
is needed Inyour yard,
Conact your Michigan
State University
Extension county office
far mare information.

Buy low. Choosz a
fartilizer with low or no phosphorus. Most lawns
already contain enough phospnaorus. Excess
shesphorus causes algae blooms in our lakes|

Go slow. Select an organic or slow-release
fertilizer. Check the label. A slow-release fertlizer
is ane with at lzast half of the nitrogan in “water
inszluble” form. Slow-release fertiizers provide a
steady supply of olant nuirients over an extended
perod of time.

Mow high. Make ycur lawn cheaser and easier
te maintain by mowing high — 3 inches iz the rule!
Tall grass promotes root growth and shades cut
weeds. Let grass clippings fal back on the lawn,
Clippings recycle nutriznts back into the 2o, 5o
ferlllizar neads can be radused by 25% or more

Make fertilizer-free zones. Keep fertilizer
applications at least 20 feet away from the edge
of lakes, sreams, o storm drans.

Find out mare at wiww.semecon.org
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