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Historic District Commission

Regular Meeting Minutes
February 2, 2021

Chairperson Carter called the regular meeting of the Historic District Commission
to order at 7: 00 PM.

Roll Call:
Absent:

Carter, DiMaggio, Nestico, Willey, Kidorf, Demick, Dittrich, Dupray.
Riehl, Bergmann, Szymanski

Also present was Mayor John Dupray, Bonnie McInerney - Slater, Administrative
Assistant, Council Liaison Jacob Dittrich, Kristine Kidorf, Historic Consultant, Bill

Klassen, Building Official, and Joe Demick, Planning Commission Liaison.
Councilperson Liaison Szymanski advised the City Clerk that she would be late to
this meeting.

Motion by DiMaggio, second by Willey to excuse the absent members.
Motion
All voting yes.
Opposing: none

carried.

Motion by DiMaggio, second by Nestico to approve the meeting minutes of
December 1, 2020.

All voting yes.

Opposing:

none

Motion carried.

Case 9557

Applicant:

Owner:

Same

Property Address:

36510 Alfred Street

Proposed Work:

Installation of black chain link fence ( vinyl coated) in

Teresa Struck

back yard of property

Motion by Willey, second by Nestico that the Commission issues a " Certificate
of Appropriateness" for application number 557.

The work as presented meets
The Secretary of the Interior' s Standards for Rehabilitation, number 9. New

additions and adjacent or related new construction will not destroy historic

materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property.

The

new work shall be differentiated fiom the old and will not be compatible with the

historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect

t

the integrity of the property and its environment. Number 10, New additions and
adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that, if

removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic properly
and its environment would be unimpaired.

The Commission approved the

installation of 156 feet of 4 foot in height black vinyl coated chain link fencing in
the back of the house to the side of the garage on the west, and fiom the back
corner of the house to the rear lot line on the east. This approval is contingent

upon the Building Officials approval also.
All voting yes.
Opposing: none

Motion carried.

Case # 558

Applicant:

Owner:

Same

Property Address:

50772 Base Street, New Baltimore, MI

Proposed Work:

Michael &

Melinda McCullough

Replacement of nine ( 9) existing windows and three ( 3 )
Door walls with vinyl windows and vinyl door wall

Motion by Willey, second by DiMaggio that the Commission issues a " Certificate
of Appropriateness"

for application number 558. The work as presented meets

The Secretary of the Interior' s Standards for Rehabilitation, number 6.
deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the
severity deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new

feature will match the old in design, color, texture, and, when possible, materials.
replacement of missing features will be substantiated by documentary and
physical evidence. The Commission approved the installation of new vinyl

windows as indicated in the application, the existing trim will remain in place, no
opening sizes will be altered, and the two double hung windows are being

replaced with matching double -hung windows that would meet the Secretary of
the Interior' s of Rehabilitation and contingent upon the building official' s approval
and issuance of a building permit.
All voting yes.

Opposing: none

Motion carried.

Council Liaison Szymanski arrived at 7: 35 PM.

Case # 559

Applicant:

Owner:

Blue Water Whaler, LLC

Property Address:

36111 Green Street, New Baltimore, MI

Proposed Work:

Application to remove existing vinyl siding to expose

Melanie Lovati / Joe Nahas

asphalt shingle style siding, then remove it to expose

cedar siding, and painting the cedar siding, the
addition of shake siding in the gable end, installing
new " prairie"

style trim, relocating the front door and

using the door opening as a new window, removing a
window, shortening a window opening, replacing all the

wood windows with vinyl windows with " prairie" style
mutins, repairing the brick porch columns and steps,
removing the chimney ( all ready removed), replacing the

asphalt shingle roof, and installing a picket or metal
fence around the side yard. Applicants began gutting the
house prior to apply to the Commission.
Motion by Nestico, second by Willey that the Commission issues a " Certificate
of Appropriateness"

for application number 559. The work as presented meets

The Secretary of the Interior' s Standards for Rehabilitation, number 6.
deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the
severity deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new

feature will match the old in design, color, texture, and, when possible, materials.
replacement of missing features will be substantiated by documentary and
physical evidence. There are three windows on the east side of house and one
small window on the garage, the applicant would like to eliminate the first large
window next to the small window.

The center window will remain the same size

as the other existing windows. On the front elevation, the applicant will be

removing the front door from the center of the home and relocating the door to the

original location and adding a new window where the existing door opening is
currently is located, and the door and window sizes should remain the same. The
upper elevation windows will remain the same size. The window and door

opening will remain the same size. The new front door must be a paneled or farm

house style door, and the approval from Commission a six -panel door which is
more appropriate for the style and era of the home, rather than a " prairie" style
door. When the applicant uncovers the existing wood siding that is located behind
the asphalt siding, the Commission advised that if the wood siding is not

salvageable or rotted beyond repair and can' t be saved and painted once the asphalt
siding is removed. The Historic Commission approves the work with the condition
that the applicant must return to the Historic Commission if the applicant finds that

they cannot restore and repaint the original wood siding and trim that is believed to

be under the other sidings covering the wood siding, the applicant must return to
the commission with their new proposal for the siding. The applicant agreed to

taking photos of the wood siding once exposed and provide them to the

Commission.
visit.

The applicant invited the Commissioners out to the site for a field

The Commission can hold a special meeting to discuss the options for new

The applicants both agreed on that condition. The Commission approved
the replacement of existing asphalt shingle roof with a new asphalt shingle roof.
siding.

The existing windows in the home are wood one -over -one and the applicant will

provide the Building Official with close up pictures of the inside of the windows so

the Commission can see the condition of the existing windows to determine how

deteriorated the windows are. The Commission must be provided with the order for
the new windows to make certain they will match the existing size and
configuration.

New windows will have to snatch the existing window style, one

over one for Commission approval.

The applicant will take close up pictures and

provide them to the City Clerk who will then forward them to the Historic
Commissioners.

Chairman Carter explained to the applicants that as they work on

the house and exposes the windows and trim under the siding that they have to
replace the trim with similar material and style, massing, scope and size of what
was there originally.

On the rear elevation of the house, the applicant is proposing

to install a new larger egress window for the upstairs window to match the other
existing windows.

The applicant was instructed to make certain that they schedule a site visit
appointment to meet with the building official regarding the inside construction.
The chimney has been removed by the applicant from the roof of the house without
approval of the Commission.

The application advised that he will be installing a

new Plus 90 furnace that goes through the wall of the house on the east elevation

through the crawl space or just above the crawl space just above the brick. The
mechanics will be installed under the stair way inside the house. The applicant
said he doesn' t need the chimney with the new furnace. The Commission discussed

a fake chimney rather than a functioning chimney. The chimney was a character
defining feature of the home. The building official said that a fake chimney could

be installed on the house to keep the same scope and look of the home. The .
applicant said that the cost is prohibitive for the project. The Commission
approved leaving the chimney off of the house.

The Commission would like the

house to have as much as the original look of the house as possible. The chimney is
deemed to be a non- contributing feature of the home.

The applicant will not be changing the porches on the house, just repairing and
The repair of the brick posts and steps to match the existing and
repair of the side porch posts to match the existing. The Commission did not
painting theirs.

r

approve the installation of the fence in the side yard at this time because all details

for the fencing were not provided to the Commission with the application.
All voting yes.

Opposing: none

Motion carried.

Case # 560

Applicant:

Owner:

Same

Property Address:

51030 Rose Street, New Baltimore, MI

Proposed Work:

Repaired damaged garage wall which was damaged the
wall. Reinstalled the same shingles on garage roof and
re -installed the existing vinyl siding.

Bruce Pearson

Motion by Willey, second by Carter that the Commission issues a " Certificate
of Appropriateness" for application number 559. The work as presented meets
The Secretary of the Interior' s Standards for Rehabilitation, number 6.
deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the
severity deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new

feature will match the old in design, color, texture, and, when possible, materials.
replacement of missing features will be substantiated by documentary and
physical evidence. The applicant has already completed the alterations to a

detached garage at the rear of the property. The applicants stated that a tree next
the garage had caved in the garage wall and roof at the northeast corner of the

to

In order to correct the situation, the applicant removed a portion of the
north and east walls and roof of the garage and created a notch in the corner of the
garage.

garage.

The applicant reinstalled the vinyl siding on the new walls in their new

location.

The garage alterations as completed did not destroy any character
defining or historic features of the property or district.
Applicant No: 561
Applicant:

Hunegnaw Andualem ( Pioneer Technical System LLC)

Owner:

Same

Property Address:

51.248 &

51244 Taylor Street, New Baltimore ( duplex)

Motion by DiMaggio, second by Carter, that the Commission issues a " Certificate
of Appropriateness" for application number 559. The work as presented meets
The Secretary of the Interior' s Standards for Rehabilitation, number 6.
deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the

severity deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new

feature will match the old in design, color, texture, and, when possible, materials.
replacement of missing features will be substantiated by documentary and

It

physical evidence. Standard number 9. New additions, exterior alterations, or

related new construction will not destroy historic materials, features, and spatial
relationships that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated

from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale

and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its
environment. The Commission approves the repairing exterior of the home with
same materials that are currently composed of. The windows will caulk and paint
and replace glass only, not removing windows, the applicant will need to return to

the Commission if they decide to replace any of the existing windows. The
applicant agreed to the condition that he will not paint the brick exterior of the

home, he will only tuck pointing the brick. The applicant agreed to repairs only,
not replacing of any materials on the outside of the home. Landscaping along the

front and side of the home, with a 12- foot-wide driveway (materials to meet the
building code and approved by the building official) to the attached garage which
is located behind the home. Installation of the two new standard steel over -head

garage doors, replace the broken glass in the two garage window frames.
Installation of clap board vinyl siding on the two garage walls and remove the Tl-

11 wood siding and approval to cover up the window with the new siding, on the
fence side of the garage. The Commission approved the repair of the concrete

garage floor. The house must have a second electric meter and a second gas line if
the home remains as a duplex per the building official.
All voting yes.

Opposing:

none

Motion carried.

Case No. 562
Applicant:

Brian Kroll, Kroll Construction

Owner:

Jennifer Columbo

Property Address:

51212 Maria Street, New Baltimore, MI

The Commissioners discussed this application as the homeowner had the work

done without prior approval and application before the windows in the home were
removed. It is unknown if the previous windows were wood and original to the
house, or what their condition was. It is inappropriate to replace original wood

windows that are not deteriorated beyond repair with new vinyl windows. It is also

inappropriate to install windows that do not snatch the configuration of the existing
windows unless there is historic evidence that the original windows were six -over -

The Commission would like photographs of the remainder of the windows
that were not replaced so they can see the type and style of windows that were in
six.

the house.

Motion by Willey, second by Carter to table Application No. 562 ( after the fact
application) to allow the applicant to provide the Historic District Commission

photographs of the 15 wooden windows that were removed and replaced prior to
the Historic District Commission approval. The Commission would like to also

see if the City has any earlier photographs of the home that shows the windows
that were replaced without approval. The Commission requests that the

homeowner attend the meeting to address the Commission. This application was
tabled until the next meeting on March 2, 2021 at 7: 00 PM.
Motion by DiMaggio, second by Willey to adjourn at 9: 16 PM
Respectfully submitted,

Marcia Shinska

City Clerk

